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///.  "  The  Early  Grmits  of  Land  in  the  Wildernesse 
North  of  the  Merrimack;'  Covering  substantially 
the  River  Lots  from  the  Brook  next  above  Tyngs 
Island  to  the  Methuen  Line,  read  Aug,  2,  1892, 
hy  George  A,  Gordon, 

1984926' 

It  is  a  subject  of  regret  that  my  theme  has  not  a 
larger  interest  to  the  hearer.  To  gentlemen,  like  your- 
selves, whose  youth  was  passed  elsewhere,  the  early 
proprietorship  of  the  shore  of  this  now  beautiful  river, 
when  the  Indians  on  land  and  the  fish  in  the  water  had 
about  an  equally  adequate  idea  of  its  capabilities,  is  not 
an  engrossing  subject.  I  will  try  to  remember  Charles 
Lamb's  advice  that  there  are  times  when  it  is  commendable 
in  a  man  to  refrain  even  from  good  words,  and  to  hold 
his  peace. 

Doubtless,  it  is  a  cause  of  wonder  that  any  one  can 
find  in  such  unimportant  and  forgotten  items  occasion 
for  an  exhibition  of  antiquarianism.  Yet,  like  all 
obscurities,  near  or  remote,  its  pursuit  arouses  the  zest  of 
a  pleasure  which  palls  only  on  attainment.  To  your 
Martin  Luther  and  your  Country  Clubs  the  primeval  name 
or  occupancy  of  the  gem  of  an  island,  where  they  enjoy 
their  exhilarating  sports,  is  a  matter  of  small  concern. 
That  the  dam  at  Pawtucket  Falls  ruined  a  brawling 
cascade  above  the  island,  as  did,  later,  the  dam  at  Lawrence 
the  better  known  "Hunt's  Falls,"  may  be  an  accepted  fact, 
sometimes  remembered ;  but  the  swelling  flood  of  the 
lordly  Merrimack  of  to-day,  beating  its  ample  volume  on 


4 


either  shore,  fails  to  suggest  the  modest  stream  which, 
for  a  large  part  of  the  year,  was  confined  to  a  narrow 
channel  in  colonial  times.  Only  at  spring  freshets,  and 
after  copious  rains  at  other  seasons,  was  the  river  then 
worthy  of  its  present  character. 

We  do  not  always  remember,  in  our  exuberant 
patriotic  pride  in  our  native  land,  that  the  earliest  organ- 
ization of  its  settlers  was  simply  that  of  a  business,  trading 
corporation,  whose  patent  acknowledged  sovereignty  in 
and  fealty  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  that  the  terms 
"planter"  and  "plantations,"  refer  to  conditions  issuing 
from  that  patent.  The  "governor"  was  the  head,  as  is 
to-day  the  president  of  a  corporation.  The  "assistants" 
were  the  "directors";  and  the  "stockholders'"  meeting 
formed  the  "general  court."  By  almost  imperceptible, 
hesitating  steps,  designed  to  secure  stability  of  police 
regulations,  the  planters  and  their  associates,  the  settlers 
and  their  servants,  developed,  a  system  of  popular  govern- 
ment the  freest  possible,  the  least  aggressive  and  of  the 
extremest  parsimony  of  expense.  They  came  as  English- 
men, relying  upon  their  distant  home  for  defence  and 
protection  if  exterior  conflicts  should  arise  ;  but  shaping 
their  local  prudential  affairs  after  the  familiar  practice, 
for  generations,  in  the  parishes  of  England.  Unlearned 
and  ignorant,  like  the  then  rural  population  of  the  various 
shires  of  England,  from  whence  they  had  come,  of  events 
transpiring  in  the  world  about  them,  they  had  a  sublime 
confidence  in  their  estimate  of  their  relations  towards 
their  Maker.  Actuated  by  the  most  generous  and  most 
benevolent  of  feeling  towards  the  savage,  whom  they 
found  in  occupancy  of  the  land  whereon  they  had  settled, 
they  were  disposed  to  advance  him,  at  once  if  only  he 
would,  from  his  wild  condition  to  that  of  a  saint  in  glory. 
If  he  would  not  he  must  give  way.    He  might  share 


5 


with  them,  in  perfect  equality,  in  church  fellowship  and 
in  every  inheritance ;  but,  if  he  declined,  he  was  not  to 
be  tolerated. 

In  many  respects  the  frontier  settler  was  favorably 
situated.  There  was  much  game  in  the  woods,  the  fish 
were  abundant  in  the  streams,  the  virgin  soil  produced 
generous  crops  of  breadstuffs  and  culinary  vegetables, 
and  the  diligent  fingers  of  their  wives  and  daughters 
clothed  all.  John  Varnum  early  had  a  mill  at  the  foot 
of  the  Pawtucket  Falls,  where  their  grains  were  readily 
turned  into  meal,  malt  and  flour.  John  Eliot,  the  apos- 
tle, had  a  corn  mill  on  the  Concord,  below  the  Massac 
Falls,  where  are  now  Stott's  Mills.  Jerathmeel  Bowers 
had  a  still  for  strong  waters,  in  Chelmsford,  on  Black 
Brook.    Every  household  made  their  own  beer. 

The  need  of  the  early  settlers,  planters  and  servants 
alike,  in  public  and  in  private  affairs,  was  ready  m.oney. 
Of  that  commodity  very  little  was  in  circulation  in  New 
England.  A  brass  farthing,  or  even  a  bullet,  had  a  pur- 
chasing power  beyond  the  dollar  of  to-day.  Rates,  as 
taxes  were  then  termed,  for  the  support  of  the  ministry, 
and  provision  rates  for  ordinary  public  expenses,  were 
laid  as  occasion  demanded.  These  were  paid  in  kind ; 
that  is,  in  the  products  of  their  husbandry  (for  all  were 
farmers),  and  termed  "  country  pay."  As  the  treasury 
of  the  company  got  low  and  empty,  in  the  interval  of 
these  rates,  sums  were  "advanced,"  as  borrowing  and 
loaning  was  termed,  by  those  possessing  means,  and  these 
advances  were  liquidated  by  liberal  grants  of  acres  in 
"  the  wildernesse,"  that  is,  the  illimitable  forest  outside 
the  plantations.  The  territory  of  the  plantations,  of  a 
defined  extent  and  location,  was  held  to  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  inhabitants.  A  notable  example  of  this  is  fur- 
nished in  the  case  of  Billerica,  set  off  from  Cambridge, 
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when  every  freeholder  in  the  parent  town  signed  the  deed 
of  conveyance.  The  soil,  under  English  law,  of  these  new 
territories  was  the  domain  of  the  sovereign.  The  charter, 
establishing  the  Bay  Colony  as  successor  to  the  company 
of  adventurers,  granted  jurisdiction,  with  some  restric- 
tions, over  a  strip  of  territory  in  that  part  of  New  Eng- 
land, lying  between  three  miles  to  the  north  of  the 
Merrimack  and  three  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Charles, 
and  reaching  east  and  west  from  ocean  to  ocean.  This 
charter  bore  the  signature  of  King  Charles  I.  Under 
this  authority  liberal  grants  of  land  were  made  for  dis- 
tinguished public  service,  to  civil  officials  and  military 
officers ;  after  King  Philip's  war,  to  soldiers  and  needy 
towns.  Often  the  cautious  phrase  is  used,  "  so  far  as  this 
Court  hath  authority." 

A  considerable  portion  of  Lowell,  skirting  the  north- 
ern shore  of  the  Merrimack,  was  thus  granted.  The 
boulevard,  reaching  from  two  little  brooks  above  Paw- 
tucket,  or  near  the  inlet  to  the  Water  Works'  gallery,  to 
opposite  Tyng's  Island,  was  granted,  three  and  a  quarter 
miles  on  the  river  front,  and  roughly  estimated  at  a 
thousand  acres,  to  Captain  Oliver,  Lieutenant  Johnson 
and  Ensigne  Webb,  of  the  Boston  A.  &  H.  A.  Six  hun- 
dred acres  next  above  was  granted  to  Eichard  Dummer. 
Beyond  the  military  grant  and  stretching  to  the  pond, 
was  a  grant  to  the  town  of  Billerica.  From  the  Falls 
to  Beaver  Brook  was  reserved  to  the  Indians  that  they 
might  have  full  opportunity  to  fish.  On  the  east  side  of 
Beaver  Brook,  and  extending  to  the  western  slope  of 
Dracut  Heights,  sixteen  hundred  acres  were  granted  to 
Richard  Russell,  treasurer  of  the  Colony,  to  be  accounted 
as  ^  part  of  an  earlier  grant  to  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall. 
Next  to  this,  and  up  the  brook,  six  hundred  acres  were 
granted  the  town  of  Billerica.    Two  hundred  and  fifty 
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acres,  still  farther  north,  and  embracing  the  present 
Winter  Hill  or  New  Boston,  was  granted  the  father  of 
Colonel  Tyng,  as  a  farm.  Between  which  and  Beaver 
Brook  to  the  northwest,  two  hundred  acres  were  granted 
to  Roger  Conant.  Below  this  last,  and  covering  present 
Collinsville,  lay  a  grant  of  five  hundred  acres  to  Capt. 
John  Webb.  On  the  west  side  of  the  brook  and  above  the 
Billerica  grant,  next  Double  Brook,  lay  a  gratuity  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  to  Edmond  Batter,  a  deputy  from 
Salem.  Dracut  Heights,  then  undesirable  in  land  riches, 
was  ungranted;  but  down  the  river  and  west  of  the 
brook,  where  to-day  local  fishermen  catch  trout,  was 
located  a  grant  of  five  hundred  acres  to  Samuel  Simonds^ 
deputy  governor,  which,  becoming  the  property  of  Deane 
Winthrop,  has  always  been  known  as  the  Winthrop  farm. 
The  Higginson  grant  of  seven  hundred  acres  was  at  the 
extreme  limit  of  Dracut  bounds,  and  ultimately  with- 
drawn across  the  line. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  Dracut  reached  far 
into  New  Hampshire.  In  that  direction  Governor  Endicot 
was  granted  a  principality,  which  passed  through  the 
hands  of  Walter  Barefoote,  Governor  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  Henry  Kimball,  who  settled  it.  It  has  come  down  in 
history  as  the  Kimball  farm.  Mr.  Negus,  clerk  of  the 
writs  in  Boston,  and  Mr.  Caldicot  of  Dorchester,  were 
generously  remembered.  The  Negus  grant  passed  to 
Peter  Golding,  who  settled  it  and  gave  his  name  to  Gold- 
ing's  Brook,  which  would-be  purists  often  corrupt  to 
Golden  Brook.  Resting  upon  the  north  end  of  Long 
Pond,  and  stretching  up  Gompus  Brook,  was  a  tract  to 
George  Smith  of  Ipswich,  long  known  as  the  Chandler 
farm. 

These  several  grants  covered  all  the  farms  of  the 
early  settlements  of  Dracut.    No  conveyance  of  title 
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from  the  Indian  was  recognized.  Occasionally  such  were 
taken,  as  politic  in  the  interest  of  harmony.  The  savage 
failed  to  comprehend  the  intent  and  import  of  paper 
deeds.  He  seemed  to  regard  them  only  as  memoranda 
of  payments  previously  made ;  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  payment  should  not  be  repeated  when  the  coats 
and  blankets  and  brass  kettles,  given  in  consideration  of 
the  land,  wore  out,  inasmuch  as  the  land  remained. 

When,  in  1701,  the  General  Court  recognized  the 
settlement  of  Dracut  as  a  town,  in  the  few  words  which 
have  been  regarded,  liberally,  as  an  incorporation,  a 
committee  of  the  General  Court  apportioned  a  division 
of  its  soil  to  actual  inhabitants.  This  included  the  farms 
in  the  neighborhood  of  what,  a  few  years  ago,  was  known 
as  the  Yellow  Meeting  House  " ;  also  a  tract  below  the 
the  Winthrop  farm,  and  lots  upon  Gompus,  Meadow  and 
Beaver  Brooks.  The  title  to  the  residue  of  the  territory 
within  her  limits  ultimately  was  invested  in  a  board  of 
proprietors,  whose  doings  and  acts  were  engrossed  on  a 
vellum  bound  manuscript,  which,  I  am  very  glad  to  say,  is 
still  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk  and  select- 
men. This  volume  deserves  to  be  printed.  At  present  its 
contents  are  accessible  only  to  the  patient  student,  who 
painfully  collates  and  compares  what  would  be  readily 
apparent  in  print.  The  record  of  the  very  earliest  days 
in  Dracut  is  lost.  That  this  priceless  volume  may  not 
meet  a  similar  fate,  more  than  present  care  must  be  ex- 
ercised for  its  preservation.  The  only  surety  lies  in 
printing,  which  can  be  accomplished  without  large  cost. 

It  is  the  grateful  practice  to  speak  of  our  ancestry, 
everywhere,  who  earliest  reclaimed  the  land  we  inhabit 
fron;  its  primitive  wilderness,  as  earnest.  God-fearing 
men,  who  took  their  lives  in  their  hands  when,  trusting 
in  Providence,  they  erected  their  rude  habitations  and 
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dispossessed  the  savage.  In  some  cases,  this  tribute, 
the  generous  accord  of  posterity,  is  deserved;  but, 
nothing  of  the  sort  can  be  learned  from  the  existing 
record  of  the  first  settlers,  who  pitched  their  cabins 
north  of  the  beautiful  Merrimack, 

"  Whose  silver  tide 
Reflects  each  green  bush  on  its  side, 
Each  tasselled  wreath  and  taug-iing  vine 
Whose  tendrils  o'er  its  margin  twine." 

Doubtless,  sometimes  they  went  to  meeting  at 
Chelmsford  Centre,  where  record  is  made  of  minister's 
rates,  some  marriages  and  births  among  them.  But  it 
was  several  miles  distant,  as  was,  later,  the  first  build- 
lu on  Meeting  House  Hill  in  Dunstable.  It  was  fifty 
years  before  they  had  a  settled  minister,  for  whom  they 
built  a  house  for  worship  on  '^Flagge  Medow  Hill," 
near  the  present  Fay  house,  or  hospital.  We  find  a  few 
military  titles ;  but  no  deacons  till  that  event.  How 
much  the  criminal  law  reached  them  is  uncertain.  The 
husband  of  one  of  the  Colburn  girls,  Eichardson  by 
name,  was  killed  by  a  blow  of  his  opponent's  fist  in  a 
brawl ;  and  I  find  no  indictment  based  on  this  lament- 
able scuffle.  The  widow  remarried,  this  time  a  Wright, 
and  dwelt  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Colburns,  as  well 
as  Major  Hinchman,  erected  block  houses,  termed  garri- 
sons. Such  houses  are  described  by  Parson  Allen,  in  his 
history  of  Chelmsford,  '*as  environed  by  a  strong  wall 
of  stones  or  of  hewn  timber,  built  up  to  the  eaves  of 
the  house,  through  which  was  a  gate,  fastened  by  bars 
and  bolts  of  iron.  They  were  lined  either  with  brick  or 
thick  plank.  Some  of  them  had  portholes  for  the  dis- 
charge of  musketry."  However  valued  as  a  refuge  for 
their  wives  and  children,  and  thus  giving  a  sense  of 
security,  such  a  rude  fortress  might  prove,  the  wily 
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savage  had  more  respect  for  the  sinewy  prowess  and 
stout  arms  of  the  seven  young  Colburns  and  three 
young  Yarnums,  whom,  with  Daniel  Kolfe  and  Thomas 
Richeson,  the  town  of  Chelmsford  supplied  with  powder, 
shot  and  flints,  as  an  outpost.  Notable  officers  in  the 
revolutionary  struggle  came  from  these  two  stocks,  and 
descendants  of  both  have  creditably  filled  high  public 
station  in  several  States.  Both  have  had  representa- 
tives in  the  Federal  Congress.  The  most  of  the  early 
grants  fell,  ultimately,  into  the  possession  of  one  or  the 
other  of  these  families ;  and,  I  apprehend,  properties  can 
be  pointed  out  to-day  which  have  never  been  out  of  the 
name  of  either;  often  descending  from  father  to  son. 
The  genealogical  histories  of  these  two  families  have 
been,  for  some  time,  in  collection  ;  and  the  prospect  is 
good  for  their  appearance  in  print. 

THE    INDIAN  RESERVATION. 

The  five  hundred  acres  on  the  northern  side  of 
Merrimack,  reserved  for  the  Indians,  extended  on  the 
river  from  the  mouth  of  Beaver  Brook,  called  in  their 
language  Gaentake,  which  is  a  condensation  of  Won-gun- 
u7c-tu(jh  —  great  bend  place  —  to  Petocket  Falls;  Fau- 
tuck  means  a  water-fall,  from  jjau,  a  loud  noise  and 
tiigh,  place.  The  same  meaning  attaches  to  Po-ha-tan, 
the  name  of  the  celebrated  Virginian,  derived  from  the 
falls  on  the  James  river,  where  he  dwelt. 

Merrimack  (Merimauke)  undoubtedly  is  the  name 
applied  to  some  point  on  the  stream,  below  Haverhill. 
Mer  indicates  where  rapid  running  fresh  water  meets 
the  salt  tide.  It  is  only  found,  elsewhere,  in  Ameras- 
Cftuk'n,  —  the  river  in  Maine  Avhich  the  whites  mis- 
nanuMl  in  memory  of  their  despotic  governor,  Sir 
Edmund  Andros, — ^  and  in  Mirimachi. 
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After  Philip's  war,  the  reservation  was  sold  to  Messrs. 
Tyng  and  Hinchman,  who  eventually  transferred  the 
title  to  the  inhabitants  of  Chelmsford,  fifty  in  all.  The 
sons  of  Samuel  Varnum,  Thomas,  John,  and  Joseph, 
either  together  or  singly,  bought  up  these  individual 
shares.  One  grantor  describes  his  interest  as  located  at 
'•Pautuccott  Falls"  ;  another  speaks  of  his  as  purchased  of 
of  "  ye  natives  of  the  countrey  "  ;  while  another  locates 
"  at  ye  hither  end  of  medow  called  ye  old  medow  of 
Mr.  Web's  farme,  which  lyeth  upon  or  neare  to  Beaver 
Brook,  and  ye  north  end  of  said  medow  joyneth  to  and 
is  bounded  by  a  bridge  of  loggs  y^  lieth  in  that  place." 
This  would  carry  the  reservation  back  from  the  river  to 
the  present  Parker  Bridge,  near  the  paper  mill. 

A  description  of  the  construction  of  this  bridge  and 
causeway  (causey)  is  found  in  the  testimony  of  Jonathan 
Saunders,  then  a  man  of  forty-nine  years,  before  the 
Superior  Court  in  1696,  viz :  "  When  he  was  about  seven- 
teen (1664),  he  lived  with  Justinian  Holden.  Whilst  he 
was  his  servant,  he  did  help  to  cut  down  the  Brush  & 
Trees  that  grew  thereon  (the  swamp)  &  to  lay  ye  wood 
for  the  causey,  and,  when  that  was  done,  we  did  grau- 
vell  it  and  make  ye  bridge  over  the  Brooke." 

JOHN  WEBB. 

Ensigne  and,  finally,  Captain  John  Evered  alias 
Webb,  was  from  Marlborough,  in  Wiltshire.  He 
arrived  in  Boston,  in  the  James  of  London,  during 
the  summer  of  1635.  Marlborough  is  the  ancient  city 
which  gave  its  name  as  a  title  to  the  hero  of  Blenheim, 
Kamillies,  and  Malplaquet.  Webb  dwelt  in  Boston,  as  a 
merchant,  for  some  years,  but  aside  from  his  military 
career  and  the  fact  of  his  owning  the  corner  of  School 
Street,  famous  in  our  day  as  the  Old  Corner  Book  Store, 
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little  is  known  of  his  history  there.  Later  than  1650 
he  came  to  Chelmsford,  where  he  trafficked  with  the 
Indians  and  located  land  grants  for  the  whites.  On  the 
grant  to  himself  and  his  associate  officers  in  the  military, 
of  which  he  became  sole  possessor,  he  located  a  house 
and  garden.  After  similar  properties  in  his  native  Wilt- 
shire, he  gave  these  improvements  the  name  of  "  Dray- 
cot-upon-Merrimack."  Hence  originates  the  modern 
name,  Dracut.  By  this  time,  he  had  married  Mary,  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Fayerweather  of  Boston ;  had  served 
as  the  Deputy  of  Chelmsford,  in  the  General  Courts  of 
1664  and  1665;  and  was  one  of  the  two  in  Chelmsford, 
^'impowered  to  joyne  persons  in  marriage."  Across  the 
river,  to  just  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Brook,  he  con- 
structed a  fish  weir.  In  1664  he  sold  one  half  of  his 
farme,  "  Draycut-upon-Merrimack,"  to  Richard  Shatswell 
and  Samuel  Varnum,  both  of  Ipswich.  In  1665  he  sold 
an  hundred  acres  to  Robert  Eames.  In  company  with 
Shatswell  and  Varnum,  he  came  into  possession  of  the 
grant  to  Billerica,  lying  north  of  and  adjacent  to  the 
military  grant.  Having  redeemed  a  prominent  Indian 
from  possible  imprisonment,  by  payment  of  the  fine  im- 
posed, he  purchased,  by  consent  of  the  General  Court,  the 
island  in  the  Merrimack  lying  west  of  his  other  proper- 
ties. The  official  consent  being  afterwards  withdrawn 
and  tlie  island  restored  to  the  Indians,  he  was  reimbursed 
by  a  grant  of  five  hundred  acres  on  the  east  of  Beaver 
Brook.  In  September,  1668,  he  sold  all  the  property  in 
Dracut,  remaining  in  his  name,  to  Edward  Colburne. 
The  next  month  Webb  was  drowned  in  Boston  harbor, 
wliile  on  a  (ishing  frolic.  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth,  of 
Iioxbury,  tlius  relates  the  story  : 

Mr.  .lolm  Webb,  wlio  sometime  lived  at  Boston,  was 
(Irownea  catching  a  whale  below  the  Castle.    In  coiling  up  y«  line 
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unadvisedly  lie  did  it  about  his  middle,  thinking  the  whale  had  been 
dead :  but,  suddenly  shee  gave  a  Spring  and  drew  him  out  of  the 
boat.  he  being  in  the  midst  of  the  line,  but  could  not  bee 
recouered  while  he  had  any  life. 

Capt.  Webb  left  a  large  estate,  but  no  heirs  direct. 
By  his  will  he  bequeathed  to  a  large  number  of  legatees, 
among  whom  we  notice  the  ancestry  of  ex-Mayor  J.  H. 
B.  Ayer  and  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  C.  Ayer,  of  your  city. 

The  original  plan  of  the  location  of  the  military 
grant  is  preserved  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  with  the  following : 

June  7,  1659. 

Laid  out  to  Left,  peter  Oliver:  Capt.  James  Oliver;  Capt. 
James  Johnson  and  ensigne  John  Evered  :  one  thousand  acc.  of  land  : 
in  ye  wildernesse  on  ye  Northerne  side  of  merrimuk  River :  Lying 
about  Nahamkeage  being  bounded  with  merrimack  Riv''  on  ye 
South  and  on  ye  west;  the  wildernesse  else  wher  Surrounding 
according  to  marked  trees:  as  bye  a  plott  taken  of  the  same  is 
demonstrated.  By  Jonathan  Danfoeth  :  Survey^ 

The  deputies  approve  of  this  returne  with  reference  to  the 
Consent  of  o^'  Honu''^^  magis^^  hereto 

21  (8)  1659  William  Torrey,  Cleric. 

Consented  to  by  ye  magist 

Edw.  Rawson,  Secre'ty 

The  later  grant  to  Webb  is  rehearsed  in  the 
following  record  of  the  Bay  Colony,  viz. : 

11  Oct  1665  In  ans^'  to  the  petition  of  Nobstow,  Wanalancet, 
Nonatomemut,  Indians,  the  Court  judgeth  it  meete  to  grant  Mr.  John 
Evered  alias  Webb  five  hundred  acres  of  land  adjourning  to  his  land, 
now  in  possession  vpon  condition  that  he  release  his  right  of  interest 
in  an  island  in  Merriraake  Riuer,  called  Wicosuck  wch  was  purchased 
by  him  of  the  Indian  petitioners  with  the  Court's  approbation : 
&  also  vpon  condition  that  one  of  the  petitioners,  called  Wamalancet, 
doe  release  to  this  Court  a  former  grant  to  him  of  an  hundred  acres 
of  land :  and  the  Court  doe  grant  &  confirme  the  say'd  island  called 
Wicosucke  unto  the  peticoners,  with  any  other  Indians  that  have  or 
had  any  true  right  of  propriety  in  the  same  before  it  was  purchased : 
provided,  the  say'd  Indians  shall  not  sell  or  alienate  the  say'd  island, 
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or  any  part  thereof,  without  this  Court  consent :  &  John  Parker  & 
Jona  Danforth  are  appointed  to  lay  out  this  grant  of  five  hundred 
acres  to  John  Evered  at  the  charges  of  the  say'd  Evered. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  honord  Generale  Court  there  is 
layd  out  to  Mr  John  Evered  alias  Webb,  of  Drawcutt  on 
Merremacke  River,  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  wildnernes  on 
the  north  of  Merremack  River,  on  the  easterne  side  of  Beaver  Brooke, 
joyning  to  land  formerly  granted  to  Mr.  Edward  Ting,  of  Boston, 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  say'd  Evered :  forty  acres  of  it  lyeth 
joyning  to  the  most  western  angle  of  the  forenamed  farme  and  fower 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  it  lyeth  joyning  on  the  east  side  of  the 
aforesay'd  farme  of  forty  acres  at  the  north  end  of  the  ft'arme:  all  which 
joyneth  together  except  onely  small  parcele  of  about  twenty  &  two 
acres,  which  lyeth  in  comon  betweene  Beavar  Brooke  &  Mr.  Ting's 
ffarme  aforesaid  —  otherwise  Beavar  Brooke  doe  bound  this  land 
on  the  northwest  from  the  most  northerly  corner  of  it,  wch  is  at  the 
brook  to  the  northwest  corner  wch  is  upon  the  brooke:  the  other  part 
is  sufliciently  bounded  :  but  it  lying  so  much  skirting  upon  Mr  Ting's 
ffarme,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  grant  &  Mr  Webb's  desire, 
the  bounds  thereof  and  the  manner  and  forme  thereof  is  best  de- 
scribed by  a  plott  taken  of  the  same  &  lay'd  out  according  to  the 
order  of  the  Court  11  m«  66,  by  John  Parker  &  Jonathan  Danforth, 
wch  plot  is  on  file 

The  Court  allowes  and  approves  of  the  farme  above  Jay'd  out 

ROBERT  EAMES. 

Capt.  Webb  sold  a  place  on  the  river  to  Robert 
Eames  who,  from  the  tools  mentioned  in  his  inventory, 
would  seemed  to  have  been  a  mechanic,  certainly  the 
earliest  north  of  Merrimack.  Besides,  as  the  first  man 
recorded  to  have  died  in  Dracut,  he  becomes  interesting. 
He  was  from  Wrecklesham,  in  Surry,  a  little  hamlet,  a 
mile  and  a  half  out  of  Farnham,  a  large  market  town  in 
that  shire.  The  little  village  was  on  the  border  of  the 
Holt  forest,  which  extends  into  Hampshire.  The  country 
isnvild— of  picturesque  scenery.  The  soil  is  barren  and, 
to  obtain  water,  wells  are  sunk  140  to  150  feet  in  depth. 
Near  by  was,  in  former  days,  the  cave  of  Mother  Ludlam, 
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who  was  not,  like  our  Yankee  witches  of  Danvers  and 
Salem,  either  wicked  or  malevolent.  On  the  contrary, 
she  was  possessed  of  a  generous  heart  and  kindly 
benevolence,  and  was  of  assistance  to  the  poor  people, 
after  the  following  method  of  invocation  :  The  appli- 
cant entered  the  cave  at  midnight,  turned  completely 
around  three  times  and  three  times  repeated  these  words: 
"Pray,  good  Mother  Ludlam,  lend  me  a  baking  pan  (or 
any  ordinary  domestic  article)  and  I  will  surely  return  it 
within  two  days."  The  applicant  then  retired  quietly, 
and,  in  the  open  day  following,  on  returning  would  find 
the  desired  article  at  the  mouth  of  the  cave.  The  good 
woman  insisted  upon  punctuality  in  returning  the  loan, 
and  had  her  customers  been  equally  scrupulous,  no  one 
can  tell  how  long  the  business  might  have  continued. 
A  careless  rustic,  having  bothered  this  singular 
benefaction  beyond  endurance.  Mother  Ludlam  utterly 
refused  to  receive  back  an  iron  kettle  she  had  furnished 
and  never  again  responded  to  an  application. 

After  Eames'  decease  the  Varnums  bought  his  real 
estate,  which  suggests  the  possibility  of  their  having 
been  neighbors  in  the  old  country,  inasmuch  as  Varnum 
mcay  be  a  varied  spelling  of  Farnham  —  ancientlj^  Fearn- 
ham,  the  home  of  the  ferns. 

As  a  curious  example  of  the  spelling  prevalent  at 
that  early  date,  on  the  Merrimack,  we  subjoin  a  copy 
of  Robert  Eames'  will  and  inventory,  the  originals  of 
which  are  at  the  Middlesex  registry. 
1671 

The  laste  will  and 
teastiment  of  mr 
Robbai  t  Eames. 

In  the  nam  of  god  amen  the  too  and  twenty  of  aprill  in  the 
yeare  of  ovr  lord  god  and  one  thovsand  six  hvndred  sevnty  one  I 
Robbart  eames  of  merimak  at  dracvte  in  the  covnty  of  norfolk  beinge 
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weake  in  bood y  bvt  of  sovnd  and  pefike  memmori  praised  bee  god  fort 
tlic  same  and  knowinge  the  vnsertanty  of  this  life  her  one  earth  I 
doe  make  lliis  my  laste  will  and  teastement  and  firste  I  comend  my 
sovlle  into  the  hands  of  god  that  gave  it  and  my  body  to  the  earth 
from  whifh  it  was  taken  to  be  bvried  in  svch  christan  and  desent 
manor  as  to  my  overseeors  shall  apeare  met  and  convenient  and  as 
tovchinc:  my  ovtward  estate  which  lord  in  mercy  hath  lent  me  first 
I  wille  and  earnest  ly  desire  that  all  my  dets  that  doe  legaly 
apere  with  all  nesesari  charge  and  expence  whatsoeir  befirste 
payed  ovte  of  ray  move  able  estate.    Item  I  give  and  beqveath  to 
my  brother  lohn  eames  five  shilings  :    Item  I  give  and  beqveath 
vnto  my  covsin  Richard  the  sone  of  ray  sister  Dorathy  newman 
dwelling  in  farnum  in  svry  in  ratell  shara  my  hovse  land  medow 
gardin  with  all  the  premise  there  vnto  belonging    Item  I  give 
and  be  qveath  to  my  above  named  covsine  Richard  newman  all  my 
movef  ablle  estate  and  If  ray  covsine  richard  newman  be  deseased 
tlie?!  my  wille  is  that  the  next  aire  of  my  sister  Dorathy  newman 
beinge  la  we  fvlly  begoten  of  her  boody  doe  have  hovld  occvpye  and 
in  loye  all  that  my  saide  dwelling  hovse  with  lande  medow  with  all 
movfoblle  estate  accordig  to  the  above  named  premisess :  and  I  doe 
lierby  ernist  ly  desire  my  worthy  frinds  lohn  neverson  senor  of 
water  towne  and  m  thomas  hincksraan  of  chellrasford  to  be  over  sevrs 
of  this  ray  las  te  will  and  teaste  tiraente  and  the  same  to  se 
pcrfornied  as  is  befor  raenshoned  and  whatsoevor  the  said  lohn 
ncvrson  'ind  thomas  hincksraan  shall  nesesarily  expend  and  laye  oute 
or  case  to  l)e  expended  and  layed  oute  in  and  conserninge  the  same 
to  bo  aloiicd  oute  of  the  wholle  estate  and  this  I  doe  declare  to  be 
my  laste  wilk'  and  teastiinent:  and  in  testimoni  where  of  I  the 
Kob])art  Kanu's  have  heriunto  set  ray  hand  and  sealle  the  daye  and 
yearu  lirste  above  wrighten 

(signed) 

Robert  Eames 

Smed  seallfd  .-md  delivered 
in  presens  of  vs 

Tho  Ilinehman 

Josiah  Richardson 

Swonie  lid  :4: 1671    Before  the 
('nun  (  onrt  As  attest 

Thonias  Danforth  R. 

4 

In  Inventory  ,,f  tl,,.  estate  of  Mv  Robertt  Eames  of  Draw  Cutt 
Near  (Mielmsford  who  diseased  the  25  Aprile  1671 
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L.  S.  D. 

his  lands  and  housing  40^^  040  00  00 
his  monies  47*  and  6*^  one  goud  Ringe  5^ 

Silver  Butins  and  2  Sealles  and  tagges  4«  002  16  06 

to  1  bibell  and  other  books  000  08  00 

to  4  young  Cattell  out  009  00  00 

to  endean  Corne  wheatt  and  barly  002  04  00 

to  1  vise  and  Skrew  plate  12*  4  hamers  5  chisels  9*  001  01  00 
to  2  plaines  yrons  a  stockshave  and  a  drawing 

knife  000  05  06 

to  2  brest  wimbles  2  Iron  Rings  2  hachetts  000  09  00 

to  one  hand  saw  1  faling  Axe  2  scikells  000  05  00 

to  so  mush  in  Shoo  lethere  5*  and  1  Iron  pot  8*  000  13  00 

to  1  bras  kettell  1  stockshave  and  Grease  000  04  09 

to  Seuerall  small  things  in  a  small  boxe  0(iO  10  00 

to  1  ffish  Nett  5*  and  2  troghes  for  meall  000  09  00 

to  Seueral  timber  goods  for  house  vse  000  07  00 

to  one  friing  panne  2*  and  one  fowling  pese  18*  001  00  00 

to  3  pistolls,  holsters,  Brestplat  and  croper  001  10  00 

to  2  spads  5*  and  1  Cutlash  10*  and  1  loking  glas  1*  001  16  00 

to  1  prospect  Glas  1*  and  Bedding  25*  001  06  00 

to  his  wearing  Aparell  20*  and  to  Iron  toles  001  02  00 
to  1  Rasor  and  hone  3^  and  so  mush  in  Backon 

21*4  001  04  04 

to  1  old  trunke  18'^  and  in  sheett  lead  18*  3^  000  19  11 

to  1  canow  20*  and  so  mush  in  porke  5*  001  05  00 
to  1  pr  bras  compases  2*  and  halfe  an  old  whipe 

sawe  4*  000  06  00 

to  one  bagge  and  2  endean  Basketts               '  000  02  00 

to  4  swine  Roninge  in  the  woods  att  002  00  00 


Taken  By  us  whose  names  are  070.14.6 
under  written  this  28  Aprill  1671 
Josiah  Richardson 
Edward  Coborn 
X 

his  marke 

more  dew  from  Joseph  perkis  000  02  0 

more  to  seueral  small  skins  000  05 

more  to  the  Rent  of  his  land  001  16  6 


To  toAil 


072  18  6 
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At  the  County  Court  held  at  Cambr.  Octob  4.  1671 
Whereas  mr  Robert  Eames  late  of  Merrimack  neere  Chelmsford  & 
now  deced,  there  is  none  that  do  appeare  to  take  Admstraccon  on 
his  eatate  mr  Thomas  Hincksman  is  ordered  and  irapowred  by  this 
Court  to  dispose  thereof,  so  as  to  secure  the  same  from  damage, 
as  much  as  he  can  until',  farther  order  be  taken  about  it 

Entred  by 

Thomas  Danfortb 

Recorder 


RICHAKD  DUMMER 

was  from  Hampshire,  and  arrived  at  Boston  in  The 
Wliale,  1(332.  He  first  settled  at  Roxbiiry  and  there 
erected  a  corn  mill ;  but  his  wife  sympathizing  with  Anne 
Hutcliiiison,  the  most  forceful  woman  in  Massachusetts 
at  tliat  day,  they  removed  to  Newbury,  where  he  became 
a  magistrate  and  a  person  of  distinction  in  both  church  and 
state  matters.  In  1635  and  '36,  he  was  one  of  the  Assist- 
ants. He  returned  to  England  in  1637,  but  came  out  again 
in  1038.  He  was  a  deputy  to  the  General  Courts  of  1640, 
'45  and  '47.  His  grandson,  William  Dummer,  was  for 
many  years  Lieut.  Governor  and  really  acting  Governor, 
owing  to  the  continued  absence  of  Gov.  Shute  in  England. 
In  his  will  he  left  funds  for  the  establishment  of  Dum- 
inrv  Academy  at  Byfield,  a  parish  of  Newbury  and 
Rowley,  wliich  is  still  a  flourishing  institution. 

The  church  record  at  Roxbury  has  the  following 
cuiious  entry  regarding  the  wife  of  Richard  Dummer: 

M-^'"  Mary  Dimu'r,  the  wife  of  mr  Ilichard  Burner  :  she  was  a 
(iodly  womirn  \mt  by  the  seduction  of  some  of  her  acquaintans,  she 
waH  U-d  :iw:iy  into  the  new  ()i)inions  of  m^'^  Hutchinson's  time  &  her 
luisband  removing  to  Nul)ery,  she  there  openly  declared  her- 
H«'lfr  Psiiudcl  him  to  return  to  Boston:  where  she  being  young 
with  «-hild  So  ill;  mr  Clark  (one  of  the  same  opinions)  vnskilfully 
Kave  luT  a  vomit,  wch  did  in  such  maner  torture  &  torment  her 
wth  ihu  ri.Mcing  of  the  moth'"  &  other  vyolences  of  nature  yt  she 
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dyed  in  a  most  vncomfortable  maner:  But  we  beleive  God  tooke 
her  away  in  mercy,  fro'  worse  evil,  w^^^  shee  was  falling  unto  &  we 
doubt  not  but  she  is  gone  to  heaven. 

The  Dummer  farm  was  next  above  the  military 
grant  upon  the  river.  It  passed  into  the  possession  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Scarlet,  by  whose  name  the  property  has 
been  better  known.  The  present  channel  between  the 
main  land  and  Tyng's  Island  was  known  as  Wick-a-suck 
brook.  There  was  no  connection,  during  the  dry 
season,  with  the  river  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Island 
which  bore  the  same  name,  or  a  version  of  it,  as  Wicassee. 
The  name  denotes  the  brook  at  the  basswoods  ;  from 
Suck,  or  Sook,  a  brook,  or  outlet  from  a  larger  body  of 
water,  and  Wikojn,  the  inner  bark  of  the  bass,  or  linden 
tree,  from  which  the  natives  made  ropes,  nets,  mats  and 
some  articles  of  clothing.  Thus  Wik-a-suck  is  bass- 
wood  brook  and  Wicassee  is  basswood  island. 

The  history  of  the  grant  is  thus  spread  upon  the 
Colonial  record,  viz : 

At  a  General  Court,  held  at  Boston  14  May  1656, 

In  answer  to  ye  peticon  of  mr.  Richard  Dumer  craving  an  allow- 
ance of  land  for  seventy  three  pounds  by  my  consignee  given  to  the 
Countrey's  use  by  ye  appointment  of  ye  Courte  in  ye  years  1637  & 
1639.  This  court  in  consideration  thereof  doth  graunt  the  peticoner 
eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  any  place  that  is  free  from  former 
graunts  &  not  prejudicial  to  a  plantason  —  Provided  it  be  laid  out 
bounded  and  return  made  by  some  surveyor  within  one  yeare 
This  is  a  true  Copie  Attest    Edwd  Rawson  Secretary 

The  deputy  approves  of  this  returne  with  refference  to  the 
Consent  of  ye  Gove^'  &  magistrates  thereto. 

William  Torrey,  cleric 

The  magistrates  assent  hereto  so  as  it  exceed  not  fifty  acres  above 
the  Some  of  eight  hundred  acres  them  between  &  ye  deputy  consents 
thereto  Edw.  Rawson  Sec. 

Consented  to  by  ye  deputy 

William  Torrey,  cleric 
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July  1659.  Laid  out  to  Mr.  Richard  Dumer  : 
eight  hundred  acc.  of  land  in  the  wilderness  on  the  Northerne  side 
of°  raeriinack  R'ur  beginning  about  weak  a  soak  brook,  being 
bounded  therewith  &  meriraack  river  on  the  west,  adjoining  to 
farnies  lately  laid  out  to  Peter  and  James  Oliver  &  some  others  on  ye 
south  the  wilderness  elsewhere  surrounding,  according  to  marked 
trees  as  by  a  plott  paper  of  ye  same  is  more  fully  demonstrated. 

By  JoNATHAi^  Danfoeth  Surv'' 

SIR  RICHARD  SALTONSTALL. 

The  first  of  these  several  grants,  located  on  the 
Merrimack,  was  to  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  and  is  in  these 
very  few  and  concise  words: 

"  12  march  1637 1  8    There  is  1000  acres  of  land  granted  to 
Richard   Saltonstall,  wheare  it  may  not  p'iudice  any  plantation 
granted,  nor  to  bee  granted." 

On  May  23,  1650,  Robert  Saltonstall  petitioned  the 
General  Court  for  land  due  to  his  father,  and  the  record 
reads : 

in  ans'"  to  the  peticon  of  Robert  Saltonstall  for  certajne  lands 
due  to  his  father  Sr  Richard  Saltonstall  for  fower  hundred  pounds 
lajd  out  by  him  in  the  comon  stock,  the  Court  doth  graunt  the 
peticoner  throe  sousand  ac^  of  land  in  any  part  of  this  jurisdiccon  so 
as  he  psent  the  place  where  he  would  have  it,  before  the  20th  of 
October  next,  to  this  Court:  and  his  former  graunt  of  this  land 
nienconed  in  his  peticon  is  hereby  made  voyde. 

Sir  Ricliard  Saltonstall  was  one  of  the  fathers  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  leader  in  the  planting  of  Water- 
town.  He  was  of  a  prominent  Yorkshire  family.  His 
uncle  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1597.  He  himself 
liad  l)L'cn  a  soldier.  Prudent  and  sagacious  in  business, 
tolerant  beyond  his  associates  in  religion,  large  and 
disinterested  in  mind,  actuated  by  extensive  and  com- 
pivhonsive  views,  lie  was,  next  to  Gov.  Winthrop,  the 
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most  conspicuous  figure  in  the  new  colony  and  the  first 
associate  named  by  King  Charles,  in  the  Charter.  He 
repaired  to  England,  after  a  brief  residence  in  the 
colony  and,  though  he  never  returned,  he  proved  himself 
always  its  efficient  friend.  He  died  in  1658,  remembering 
in  his  will  Harvard  College,  where  one  of  his  sons  was 
graduated  with  the  first  class. 

RICHARD  RUSSELL 

was  from  Herefordshire.  He  arrived  at  Charlestown 
in  1640,  and  at  once  entered  upon  business  as  a  merchant, 
to  which  he  had  been  bred  at  home.  He  was  long  in 
public  life  ;  was  a  Selectman  in  1642,  and  for  twenty-five 
other  years,  during  seventeen  of  which  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  board ;  was  the  deputy  from  Charlestown  to  the 
General  Court  from  1646  to  1658,  and  was  its  Speaker 
in  1648,  '50,  '54,  '55  and '58  ;  was  an  Assistant  from  1659 
to  1676,  and  was  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  from  1645  to 
1676.  One  of  the  most  influential  and  prominent 
gentlemen  in  the  Colony,  he  was  the  largest  merchant 
in  Charlestown,  where  he  built  warehouses  and  wharves 
to  accommodate  his  extensive  commerce. 

As  merchant,  legislator,  magistrate  and  financier,  he 
was  of  the  largest  importance.  He  died  in  1676, 
bequeathing  a  poor-fund,  which  still  exists. 

On  his  tombstone  was  engraved  : 

"  A  saint,  a  husband,  a  faithful  brotlier, 
A  friend  scarce  parallel'd  by  any  other : 
A  saint,  that  wallied  high  in  either  way 
Of  godliness  and  honesty,  all  say : 
A  husband  rare  to  both  his  darling  wives 
To  her  deceased,  to  her  who  him  survives  • 
A  father  politic,  faithful  and  kind 
Unto  our  State  as  Treasurer  we  find : 
Of  fathers  good  and  best  to  own  to  those 
On  him  a  fathership  law  did  impose 
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Moses  brother  kind  good  Aaron  lov'd : 

On  him  love  showes  how  full  of  truth  improv'd : 

A  friend  to  needy  poor  whom  he  refresh'd, 

The  poor  may  well  lament  the  friend  suppress'd. 

In  time  of  war  he  was  removed  in  peace, 

From  sin  and  woes  to  glory,  by  his  decease." 

Sixteen  hundred  acres,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Merrimack  and  on  the  eastern  side  of  Beaver  Brook,  was 
hiid  out  to  Richard  Russell  in  July,  1659,  and  return 
made  as  follows  : 

12  November  1659.  Laj'd  out  to  Mr  Richard  Russell  Treas- 
urer, one  thousand  and  sixe  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  the  northerne 
side  of  .Merremacke  Kiuer,  in  the  wildernesse,  beginning  right  over 
against  Wajmesicke,  being  bounded  wth  Beauer  Brooke  on  the  west, 
Merremacke  Kiuer  on  the  south,  the  wildernesse  elsewhere 
surrounding,  according  to  marked  trees,  as  is  more  fully  demon- 
strated by  a  plott  taken  of  the  same  wch  is  on  file,  By  Jonathan 
Daiiforth.  Survejor. 

Tl)e  Court  allowes  &  approve  of  this  returne  of  land  lajd  out 
as  being  part  of  a  parcell  of  land  graunted  in  the  yeare  sixteene 
hundred  tS:  fifty  to  Robert  Saltonstall,  in  right  of  Sir  Richard 
Saltonstall,  for  fower  hundred  pounds  lajd  out  by  him  in  ye  comon 
stocke,  j)rovided  that  Mr  Russell  shall  and  is  hereby  engaged  to  secure 
the  countrje  from  any  challenge  wch  shall  or  maybe  made  to  the  land 
herein  mentioned  by  the  heirs  or  executors  of  ye  sd  Robt  Saltonstall, 
or  an  other,  as  by  any  right  from  him. 

This  tract  was  equally  divided  in  1687;  one  half 
being  sold  to  John  Alcock,  from  whom  it  passed  by  in- 
heritance to  his  son  and  daughters,  the  latter  married 
the  one  to  Benjamin  Walker  of  Boston,  and  the  other  to 
Kphiaiiii  Hunt  of  Weymouth.  The  Walkers  and  Hunts 
to  Maj-  Kphraiin  Mildreth,  of  Chelmsford, 
in  1701),  which  introduced  that  efficient,  important 
Mild  useful  family  to  residence  in  Dracut. 

In  17(11,  the  remaining  half  of  the  Russell  grant 
wa.'^sol.l  to  Andrew  Helcher,  a  merchant  of  Boston.  It 
was  long  known  in  Dracut  annals  as  Belcher  land.  Its 
bounds  were  thus  described  : 
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The  dividing  line  beginneth  at  a  stake  by  Merrimack  River,  a 
little  to  ye  Southward  of  the  place  where  John  Whittacur  dwelt  by 
the  Brook  side  and  from  thence  across  Wilkinson's  Brooke,  east 
thirty-one  degrees  N.,  ninety-six  poles  to  another  stake  and  from 
thence  to  run  Two  miles  norward  four  and  a  half  degrees  westward 
parallel  with  the  outside  Line,  which  is  the  end  of  the  said  ffarme  at 
a  stake  and  from  thence  one  hundred  thirty  eight  pole  betwixt  the 
parallel  lines  to  a  Pillar  of  Stones  which  is  the  corner  of  said  ffarme 
and  from  thence  to  run  parallel  with  the  former  line  being  one 
hundred  thirty  six  pole  wide  and  three  mile  wanting  forty  poles  long 
on  the  outside  to  a  Walnutt  Tree  nee  Merrumack  River  and  so  to 
butt  on  ye  sd  River  southerly  till  it  come  to  ye  stake  below  the  place 
where  Whittacur  dwelt. 

From  Capt.  Andrew  Belcher,  the  property  descended 
to  Jeremiah  Belcher  of  Ipswich  as  eight  hundred  acres. 
Wilkinson's  Brook  must  have  been  the  little  brook 
which  enters  Merrimack  river,  just  above  the  present 
Central  bridge ;  but  whence  its  name  and  who  was  John 
Whittacur,  we  have  not  learned.  Gov.  Belcher  was  a 
grandson  of  Andrew,  and  one  of  the  Governor's  sons 
became  Chief  Justice  and  Lieut.  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

THE  BILLERICA  GRANT. 

In  May,  1661,  the  general  court  granted  four 
thousand  acres  to  our  neighbor  of  Billerica  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

In  ans^  to  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Billerikey,  the 
Court  having  considered  of  this  peticon,  together  with  the  peticon 
of  Mr  Deane  Winthrops  for  laying  out  the  land  graunted  his  mother 
&  being  certainly  informed  that  the  towne  of  Billierickey  is  a 
hopefuU  plantation  and  that  they  have  &  doe  encourage  &  mainteine 
the  ministry  amongst  them  &  have  waded  thro  many  difficulties  in 
purchasing  much  of  theire  land  &  neuer  had  so  much  as  one  third 
part  of  lands  graunted  them  by  this  Court  as  other  villages  inferior  to 
them  have  had,  doe  therefore  graunt  the  sajd  towne  fower  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  such  or  places,  where  they  can  finde  it  within  this 
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jurisdiction  for  the  redemption  of  the  sajd  lands  provided  it  shall  not 
p'judice  a  plantation  or  any  former  graunt  &  that  Capt  Edward 
Johnson,  Thomas  Addams  wth  Jonathan  Danforth,  Surveyor,  be 
np})ointed  to  lay  it  out  &  make  returne  to  the  next  Court  of 
Election. 

The  town  of  Billerica  engaged  one  of  her  own 
citizens,  Sgt.  John  Parker,  "  to  look  out  some  land  to  the 
vallew  of  four  thousand  acres  granted  to  the  town  by  the 
General  Court"  and  further  agreed  with  Parker  and  his 
father-in-law  Jona.  Danforth  "they  should  have  one 
thousand  acres  of  the  grant  (for  there  owne  propriety) 
provided  they  would  locate  the  other  3,000  at  their 
owne  cost."  The  record  of  so  much  of  this  grant  as  was 
located  in  Dracut  is,  as  follows  : 

Gen'  Court  G  June  1663. 

Lnyd  out  to  the  towne  of  Billirikey  one  parcell  of  land  con- 
leyning  eight  hundred  acres,  more  or  lesse,  lying  in  the  wildernesse 
on  the  northside  of  Merreraacke  Riuer,  beginning  at  the  south  east 
angle  of  ]\Ir  Dummer's  farme  &  being  bounded  upon  him  twenty  two 
pole;  also  bounded  by  Mr  Webb's  farme  (which  joynes  to  him 
there)  thirty  five  pole  (upon  his  north  east  corner)  westward,  & 
sixty  fower  pole  southward;  from  thence  it  runns  in  a  long  spruise 
Bwam])e,  about  half  a  point  northward  of  the  east,  four  hundred  and 
eight  pole;  then  runing  in  a  straight  Ijne  from  thence  to  Long  Pond: 
being  boinided  partly  by  that  pond  and  partly  by  Mr  Batters  farme 
at  this  end  of  the  pond  which  line,  in  all,  is  five  hundred  and  fower 
pole :  &  from  thence  it  runnes  almost  due  west  to  another  pond 
called  by  the  Indians  IMascuppet,  unto  a  great  rocke,  called  by  the 
English,  Tray  Table  Kocke ;  on  the  north  west  it  is  bounded  by 
Mnscupitcl  Pond  and  another  little  pond,  vntill  yow  come  to  Mr. 
I)iim.  rs  line,  where  we  beganue :  all  wch  is  more  fully  demonstrated 
by  :i  ploil  taken  of  the  same.  This  eight  hundred  acres  is  part  of 
the  fower  thousand  well  was  lately  graunted  to  the  towne  of 
Hiliirrikey  &  there  reniajnes  fine  hundred  only  yet  to  lay  out  of  the 
whole  graunt  By  Jonathan  Danforth  Surveyo'^ 

*  Edward  Johnson 

Tho :  Addams 
Tl)e  (  ourt  allowes  of  this  returne. 


TRAY  TABLE  ROCK, 
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The  localities  mentioned  in  the  above,  Long  Pond, 
Mascuppet  (to-day  known  as  Tyng's  Pond),  Tray  Table 
Rock,  Spruce  Swamp,  mark  plainly  the  location  of  their 
property,  as  between  Willow^  Dale,  Whortleberry  Hill  and 
the  river.  Masciq^pic,  in  Indian  tongue,  would  indicate 
a  large  pond  in  a  narrow,  pinched  space,  from  Mas  — 
large  —  the  same  as  the  first  syllable  in  Massachusetts 
and  Mississippi;  cup2n,  narrow,  close.  The  final  k 
represents  koniick,  place.  Tray  Table  Rock  is  a  large 
boulder,  beyond  Lakeview,  a  short  distance  from  the 
shore  of  the  pond.  It  is  hollowed  on  its  top,  like  a 
chopping  tray. 

This  land,  through  Richard  Shatswell  and  John 
Webb,  passed  to  the  proprietorship  of  the  Varnums  and 
the  Coburns,  to  whose  earlier  farms  it  lay  adjacent.  The 
remainder  of  the  Billerica  grant  w^as  laid  out  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Beaver  Brook,  covering  the  fine  farm 
above  the  paper  mill.  In  1694,  this  farm  was  exchanged 
for  the  Weld  farm  on  Concord  river,  with  Mr.  Palsgrave 
Alcock  who  had  become  proprietor  of  the  western  half 
of  the  Russell  grant.  The  Alcock  property  thus  became 
very  desirable,  covering  much  of  the  best  farming  land 
in  Dracut,  including  all  the  river  and  brook  front  of  the 
present  Navy  Yard  village,  east  of  the  brook,  and,  there- 
with riparian  rights  in  the  fishery  in  the  "great  bunt" 
which  were  of  valuable  consideration  in  colonial  days ; 
indeed  in  federal  days  down  to  the  construction  of  the 
Lawrence  dam.  The  original  plan  of  this  location  is  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  is  in  a 
good  state  of  preservation.  The  compass  bearings  of  the 
lines  and  their  lengths  are  more  fully  set  forth  than  was 
common  to  Danforth.    The  record  reads : 

Billerica,  their  farme  of  five  hundred  acres,  laid  out  on  ye 
north  of  merimack  —  joyning  to  north  &  north  westerly  part  of 
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ye  farme  of  Richard  Russell  esqui^:  This  is  ye  Last  parsell  of  that 
four  tlionsand  acres  formerly  granted  by  this  Honoured  Court  to 
ye  ToNvne  of  Billerica     Laid  out  3"^  67 

By  Jonathan  Danforth  Survey 

Lajd  out  to  Billiricca  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
wildernesse,  on  ye  North  side  of  Merimack  Riuer  and  on  the  east 
tside  of  Beauer  Brooke,  a  little  below  Patuckett.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  South  and  on  ye  southeast,  wholly  by  land,  formerly  granted  to 
Richard  Russell  Esqui^':  and  on  ye  west  by  ye  aforesaid  beauer 
brooke,  elsewhere  by  ye  wildernesse,  ye  line  on  the  east  side  of  it  is 
196  pole  in  length,  runing  half  a  point  westward  of  ye  north,  which, 
is  (exactly)  ye  continuance  of  ye  long  line  on  ye  east  side  Mr 
Russell's  farme,  also  both  the  lines  on  the  north  side  of  it  are  exactly 
parallel  to  ye  lines  on  the  south  side  of  it,  the  most  northerly  of 
which  is  one  hundred  &  sixty  pole  longe  &  runs  -J  a  point  westward 
of  ye  west  soutli  west,  the  other  line  runes  two  degrees  westward  of 
ye  South  west  &  by  South  four  hundred  and  eighty  seauen  pole, 
which  closeth  to  the  brooke  all  which  are  sufficiently  bounded  by 
mark't  trees  and  ])illars  of  stone,  ye  forme  thereof  is  more  fully  de- 
clared by  a  plott  taken  of  ye  same  by 

Jonathan  Danforth  Survey^' 

T\w  (lci)uties  approue  of  this  returne  of  the  fine  hundred  acc' 
aboue  Mientioned  with  refference  to  the  consent  of  ye  honor*^  magest^ 
^^^''•y^^'  William  Torrey,  Cleric 

The  inng''^  consent  hereto 

1G67  Tiio  Danforth. 


JONATHAN  TYNG 

was  hnvn  in  1G42,  at  Boston,  and  was  a  son  of  Edward 
Tyn«r,  a  nicMchant  and  brewer,  who  amassed  a  respectable 
fortune  lor  (hose  days,  and  retired  to  Dunstable,  which 
l>»'^'n  named  in  compliment  to  his  wife,  a  native  of  the 
Kn-lish  town  Dunstaple,  of  the  same  name,  spelled  with 
<l'it<"n"iHM'.  The  old  -entleman  was  in  his  79th  year, 
^^•"1  'J'^''!  the  second  year  of  his  residence  in  the  up 
<"<'nntry.  In  Boston,  he  had  been  representative  in  1661 
and  lii(i2,  assistant  from  1668  to  1681,  and  colonel  of  the 
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military  in  Suffolk  county.  The  more  distinguished  son 
was  one  of  the  original  petitioners  for  the  plantation 
desired  "  beyond  Merrimac  River,  by  Chelmsford  line,  by 
Groton  line,  by  Brenton's  farm,  by  Souhegan  farms  and 
by  Henry  Kimball's  farm,"  which  was  granted  in  1673. 
Jonathan  Tyng  straightway  built  him  a  house  on  the  river 
bank,  opposite  VVicasuck  Island,  which  he  fortified  and 
where  he  maintained  the  extreme  outpost  during  Philip's 
War.  This  heroism  made  him  the  most  conspicuous 
citizen  of  Dunstable,  and,  as  his  business  faculties  were 
equally  marked,  he  easily  led  in  civil  and  military  affairs. 
One  division  of  the  east  precinct  was  named  Tyngsboro', 
in  his  honor.  In  his  old  age  he  married  a  third  wife,  the 
widow  of  Rev.  Jabez  Fox  of  Woburn,  where  he  dwelt 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  Death  came  to  him,  suddenly, 
in  1724.  While  the  minister  was  at  prayer  in  the  Woburn 
meeting-house.  Colonel  Tyng  fell  dead  in  his  pew.  The 
Boston  News  Letter  thus  chronicles  the  appalling  event: 

WooBUEN,  Lord's  Day,  January  19th. 
We  were  here  entertained  with  a  very  loud  Memento  Mori. 
The  Honorable  Col.  Jonathan  Tyng  Esq.  walking  to  the  place  of 
Public  Worship  in  the  Afternoon,  expired  as  soon  as  he  got  into  his 
seat,  during  the  time  of  the  first  Prayer,  and  was  carried  out  dead. 
Aetatis  81.  His  Faith  and  Holiness  were  so  apparent  that  we  are 
perswaded  he  was  convey'd  to  the  Assembly  of  the  First-born  in 
Heaven,  to  bear  a  part  with  them  in  glorifying  their  Creator  and 
Redeemer. 

The  following  verses  were  composed  on  the  incident, 
by  a  wit  of  the  day : 

Ye  CoPnels  of  New  Eugland ! 

Attend  the  dirge  I  sing  : 
Though  Hearts  of  Flint,  you  must  lament 
The  Death  of  Col'nel  Tyng. 

Then,  fare  thee  well,  old  Col'nel  Tyng! 

What  fault  was  in  thee  found  ? 
For  'tis  well  known  thou'rt  dead  and  gone 
Though  neither  hanged  nor  drowned. 
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For  thus  we  find  it  penned  down 

By  Paul,*  of  Koxbury; 
By  Miisgrove,t  too,  of  Boston  town, — 

Sure  Musg-rove  will  not  lie. 
Then,  fare  thee  well,  &c. 

To  worship  would  this  Col'nel  go, 

Which  is  with  Col'nels  rare ; 
Nor  limbs  benumbed,  nor  eke  the  snow, 

Nor  friends  would  him  deter. 
Then,  fare  thee  well,  &c. 

Full  meekly  trudged  he  through  the  Gore^ 

To  cliurch,  as  he  was  wont : 
His  righteous  Bowels  yearned  full  sore 

To  climb  the  Holy  Mount. 
Then,  fare  thee  w^ell,  &c. 

Thrice  he  essayed  the  fatal  Hill 

His  spirits  nothing  reek ; 
Thrice  didst  thou  halt,  oh  Col'nel ; 

Alas,  the  flesh  was  weak. 

Then,  fare  thee  well,  &c.  ' 

Tlien  Godly  Bretheren  lend  a  shove 

To  Christian  Born  so  heavy : 
Ho  into  Meeting-house  did  move 

Wliile  Priest  was  at  Feccavi. 
Then,  fare  tlicc  well,  &c. 

Lo,  in  Ids  seat  upright  he  stood 

So  dear  lie  lov'd  tlie  boards  on't 
Tlierc,  oh,  dropt  down  this  Cornel  good  : 

He  died  and  made  no  words  on't. 
TluMi,  fare  thee  well,  &c. 

Ho  prayed  liard  for  an  easy  death 

Winch  Paul*  doth  thus  fulfdl; 
And  shows  'tis  easier  to  descend 
Than  to  climl)  up  a  Hill. 

Thc'ii,  fare  thee  well,  old  Col'nel  Tyng ! 

What  fault  was  in  thee  found? 
For  'tis  well  known  thou'rt  dead  and  gone 
'I'lioimh  lU'itluM-  hanged  nor  drowned. 

Tvng  farm  in  Dracut  lay  at  Winter  Hill. 
IS  laid  out  to  the  elder  Tyng,  authorized  as  follows 

•  Paul  Dtnlley  of  Hoxbury. 

1  Mull!'  '*»st'":«ter  at  lU.ston  :vnd  publisliei-  of  the  Gazette. 
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Laid  out  to  Mr  Edward  Ting,  of  Boston,  two  hundred  &  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  ye  wilderness  on  ye  Northerne  side  of  merimuck 
Riuer  being  butted  and  bounded  by  a  farme  laid  out  to  Mr  Russell 
on  ye  south  end  ;  ye  wildernesse  else  where  surrounding,  according 
to  marked  trees,  as  is  more  fully  demonstrated  by  a  plott  taken  of 
ye  same  by  Jona  Danforth  Surveyor 

The  deputy  approves  of  this  returne  reffering  to  ye  con  Sent  of 
ye  hon'd  magistrates  thereto  Wm  Torrey  Cleric 

7.  (4)  60  The  magistrates  judge  meet  to  respitt  ye  confirma- 
tion to  ye  next  session  of  this  court  Th.  Danforth 

4  October  1660.    Consented  to  by  ye  magistrates 

Edward  Rav^son. 

The  plot  is  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  endorsed  : 

Mr  Edward  Ting's  farme  containing  250  acres,  lying  on  ye 
North  of  merimuck  river  on  ye  eastern  side  of  beaver  brooke 

JoNATH  :  Danforth  Survy 

ROGER  CONANT 

was  probabl}'-  earliest  in  New  England  of  any  whose 
names  are  connected  with  our  subject.  This  excellent 
gentleman,  whose  prudence  and  integrity  secured  him 
the  highest  respect  among  his  contemporaries,  was  the 
Governor  (or  President)  of  the  fishing  company  at 
Nantasket  and  Cape  Anne,  out  of  which  grew  the 
Massachusetts  Company  and  the  Bay  Colony.  By  the 
patent  of  1627 1  8,  Matthew  Cradock  succeeded  Conant, 
who  remained  in  honorable  retirement  at  Naumkeg, 
piously  christened  Salem.  In  the  early  General  Courts 
of  Massachusetts  he  was  a  deputy,  and,  afterward,  served 
on  important  committees  and  references.  In  his 
advanced  years,  a  grant  of  two  hundred  acres  was  made 
to  Conant,  adjacent  to  Webb's  five  hundred  acres  and 
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resting  on  Beaver  Brook.  It  lies  between  Winter  Hill 
and  the  brook  and  across  the  province  line.    It  begins 

At  a  great  pine  Tree  on  the  N.  E.  Corner  of  Edw*^  Tyng's 
farm  thence  runs  westward  from  the  North,  130  rods  to 

Ik'aver  brook  and  from  the  same  pine  tree  it  runs  11°  westward  and 
from  the  South  250  rods  from  thence  it  runs  84^°  westward  from 
tlie  South  18*2  rods.  The  last  line,  being  parallel  to  the  second, 
closeth  to  the  brook. 

This  passed  to  the  possession  of  John  Moulton,  of 
VVenham,  by  whom,  in  1710,  it  was  conveyed  to  three 
of  the  Coburns.  It  long  remained  in  the  family,  where 
it  was  known  as  the  Connet  farm  —  on  both  sides  of 
Meadow  Brook — a  singular  and  inexplicable  corruption  of 
Conant.  The  great  pine  stood  till  within  the  memory 
of  men  yet  living,  and  its  site  can  be  pointed  out  to-day. 
It  was  known  as  Setchell's  Pine,  from  Shatswell,  who 
witli  Varnum  and  Webb  bought  the  Tyng  farm.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  his  name  should  have  been  so  long 
preserved — longer  indeed  than  even  a  tradition  of  Shats- 
well among  the  farmers  who  have  been  born  and  dwelt 
upon  the  adjacent  land.  The  dimensions  of  this 
monarch  among  the  primeval  pines  have  not  been 
preserved. 

The  only  grant  to  a  citizen  of  Chelmsford  we  find, 
was  to  John  Martin,  of  whom  we  know  no  more.  It 
reads  : 

Layd  out  to  John  Marty n,  of  Chelmsforth,  one  hundred  acres 
of  land,  more  or  lesse,  on  the  north  of  Merremacke  River,  at 
Patucket,  bounded  by  the  sajd  river  on  the  south  ninety  seven  pole 
and  by  the  Indian  plantation  on  the  east  One  hundred  and  forty 
llirce  pole  and  from  thence  it  runs  to  Mr  Webb's  farme,  w«^  Ijne  is 
two  hundred  &  tenn  pole,  bounded  there  by  the  wildernesse,  on  the 
we8t  Hide  it  is  botiudi'd  by  Mr  Web's  farme.    Lay'd  out 

By  JoNATH.vN  Danforth  Survey^" 

The  Court  doeth  allow  &  approove  of  this  returne. 
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ARTHUR  MASON. 

It  is  not  often  that  a  zealous  exhibition  of  official 
responsibility  is  so  markedly  rewarded  as  it  was  in  the 
case  of  this  gentlemen  who  himself  spelled  his  name, 
always,  Masson.  In  1666  his  Majesty's  Commissioners 
were  in  Boston  "  to  hear  and  determine  complaints  and 
appeals  in  all  causes  and  matters,  as  well  military  as 
criminal  and  civil."  The  members  of  the  Commission, 
as  private  gentlemen,  were  in  the  habit  of  spending, 
often,  an  evening  at  the  Ship  Tavern,  with  congenial 
acquaintances.    Now,  the  Colonial  law  did  provide : 

That  if  any  person  or  persons,  either  on  the  Satter-day  night 
or  on  the  Lord's  day-niglit,  after  the  Sun  is  set,  shall  be  found  sport- 
ing in  tlie  streets  or  fields  of  any  Town  in  this  Jurisdiction,  Drinking 
or  being  in  any  House  of  public  Entertainment  (unless  Strangers  or 
Sojourners  in  their  Lodgings)  and  cannot  give  a  satisfactory 
answer  &g  shall  pay  five  shillings,  or  suffer  Corporal  punishment,  as 
Authority  shall  determine. 

It  was  thought  the  high  headed  Commissioners 
might  be  dealt  with  for  breach  of  this  statute.  Accord- 
ingly a  constable  was  sent  to  enforce  the  law,  but  they 
beat  him  and  defied  him.  Mr.  Mason  was  a  constable 
and  he  determined  to  enforce  the  law ;  but,  fortunately, 
they  had  avoided  a  conflict  by  repairing  to  a  neighboring 
private  house.  Nothing  daunted.  Constable  Mason 
followed  them,  bearing  his  staff  of  office,  telling  them 
how  glad  he  was  to  see  them  where  they  were,  for,  if  he 
had  met  them  at  the  tavern,  he  would  surely  have  carried 
them  away.  The  Constable  added  that  he  wondered 
they  should  be  so  uncivil  as  to  strike  a  constable.  One 
of  the  Commissioners  retorted,  he  did  it  and  would 
again;  to  which  Mason  rejoined,  it  was  well  it  were  not 
himself.  Whereupon  the  irate  Commissioner  asked : 
"  Would  you  have  dared  meddle  with  a  King's  Commis- 
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sioner  ? "  "  Yes,"  said  Constable  Mason, and  if  the  King 
himself  had  been  there,  I  would  have  carried  him  away." 
Another  Commissioner  immediately  cried  "Treason! 
Treason.  Thou  shalt  be  hanged  within  a  twelvemonth." 
The  next  day,  a  note  relating  to  the  affair  was  sent  to 
tlie  Governor  charging  the  Constable  with  high  treason 
for  the  spoken  words.  Mason  was  bound  over  and  duly 
presented  by  the  Grand  Jury  for  malicious  and  treason- 
able utterance.  The  Court  of  Assistants,  however,, 
withheld  their  judgment  and  referred  the  matter  to  the 
General  Court,  who  found  the  words  rash,  insolent  and 
highly  offensive;  but  free  from  overt  act  or  intended 
evil.  Mason  was  sentenced  to  be  admonished  by 
Governor  Bellingham,  in  a  solemn  manner.  We  are 
not  prepaied  to  siiy  that  land  was  granted  the  Constable 
for  his  sufferings,  in  what  was  considered  the  popular 
prerogative;  but  a  lot  of  land  was  laid  out  to  him,  adjoin- 
ing the  Dmnmer  grant,  now  within  the  limits  of 
Tyngsboro'.  It  lay  on  the  river, next  above  the  Lawrence 
Bruuk.    The  location  filed  was  in  these  words: 

I/iyd  out  to  Arthur  Mason,  of  Boston,  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
ill  the  wildcriK's  on  the  east  of  Merremacke  Riuer  being  bounded  by 
.Mr  Dunier  on  the  south,  one  hundred  &  eight  pole;  by  Merremack 
Kiver  on  the  west;  by  land  lately  layd  out  for  Billirickey  on  the 
norlli  one  hundred  and  seventy  eight  pole;  the  wildernes  elsewhere 
surrounding,  according  to  marked  trees  bounded  with  E  as  by  a  plot 
taken  of  the  same  is  more  ftully  shewed  by 

Jonathan  Danfortii  Survey'or 

Tlie  (\)urt  allowi's  this  returne,  so  that  it  exceede  not  One 
liundred  acres. 

.Inhn  Dunton,  a  London  bookseller,  made  a  journey 
to  Boston,  in  those  times.  He  speaks  of  Mr.  Mason  as 
a  grave,  sober  merchant,  a  good  man,  and  well  respected  ; 
among  honest  men  (iownright  honest;  but  very  blunt  — 
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^^one  that  would  speak  his  Mind,  howe're  Men  took  it," 
to  which,  the  very  capable  editor  of  these  travels, 
published  by  the  Prince  Society  of  Boston,  Wm.  H. 
Whitmore,  Esq.,  now  City  Registrar  of  Boston,  says  : 
Mason  was  a  baker,  lived  on  School  Street  and  died  in 
1708,  aged  77.  He  was  father  to  Dunton's  famous 
^  widow  Brick,  the  very  flower  of  Boston.' 

'  Saint-like  slie  loolvs ;  a  Syreu  if  she  Sing  : 
Her  Eyes  are  stars  :  Her  Mind  is  everything.'  " 

EDMOND  BATTER 

was  a  maltster  from  Salisbury,  in  Wiltshire,  and  came  in 
the  James,  in  1635.  He  settled  at  Salem  and  was 
deputy  from  Salem  from  1637  to  1654.  In  1669  he  was 
a  commissioner  at  Salem  to  see  that  no  coin  was 
exported,  with  authority  to  examine  outgoing  sailors 
and  passengers  and,  if  found,  to  bring  the  coin  to  the 
court  for  confiscation.  He  died  in  1685,  aged  76.  A 
grant  was  made  to  him,  viz  : 

28  May  1661.  In  ans^'  to  the  peticon  of  Mr  Edmoiid  Batter 
the  Court  judjeth  it  meete  to  graunt  the  peticoner  two  hundred  & 
fifty  acres  of  land,  provided  it  be  taken  in  such  place  as  is  free  from 
former  graunts  &  not  p'judiciall  to  a  plantation  &  that  it  be  lajd  out 
before  the  next  Court  of  Election  &>  that  Mayor  Hauthorne  &  Left 
Lathrop  be  appointed  to  see  it  lajd  out  &  make  theire  returne  at 
the  next  Court  of  Election. 

The  committee  did  not  quite  come  to  time,  but  next 
spring  they  did  file  a  location,  as  follows  : 

Layd  out  to  Edmond  Batter,  of  Salem,  two  hundred  &>  fifty 
acres  of  land,  more  or  lesse,  in  the  wildernesse  on  the  north  side  of 
Merremacke  Riuer  and  on  the  west  of  Beauer  Brooke,  beginning  at 
a  place  called  Double  Brooke  Meadow :  it  joynes  to  Beaver  Brooke 
about  sixty  two  poles:  it  lyeth  forty  two  pole  wide  at  the  South^' 
end  an  so  Ijeth  on  both  sides  of  Ale  wive  Brooke  and  reach  eth  up  to  a 
great  pond  commonly  called  Long  Pond,  w^^^  lyeth  in  the  way 
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between  Patucket  &  Jeremies  Hill:  all  is  sufficiently  bounded  by 
marked  trees,  and  is  more  fully  denonstrated  by  a  plot  taken  of  the 
same  by  Jonathan  Danforth,  Survey^    3  m°  1662.° 

The  Court  allowes  of  this  returne,  so  it  exceede  not  two  hundred 
&  sixty  acres. 

Double  Brook  and  Long  Pond  still  hold  these  names; 
but  Alewive  Brook  is  lost,  unless  the  name  belonged 
to  the  little  run  above  the  singular  double  stream,  to 
which  now  the  one  term  of  Double  Brook  applies. 

SAMUEL  SYMONDS 

was  born  of  an  eminently  respectable,  arms-bearing 
family  in  the  shire  of  Essex.  England,  in  1595.  His 
father  and  other  near  kinsmen  were,  and  had  been  for 
generations,  officers  of  the  Chancery  Court.  Beside  this 
one,  they  all  appear  to  have  been  royalists  and  church- 
men ;  and  so  have  continued.  His  education  and 
profession  fitted  him  for  high  position  in  the  Colony  and 
for  the  multifarious  and  multiplied  duties,  which  he 
(liscli.nged  with  eminent  ability  and  fidelity.  Through- 
out his  four  score  years,  he  was  for  more  than  half,  the 
iiicuiiihi'iit  of  the  highest  judicial,  legislative  and  execu- 
tive station,  save  only  the  Chief  Magistracy.  He 
settled  at  Ipswich  in  1G37  ;  was  Freeman  in  1638  ;  Town 
Clerk,  l(;30-45;  Magistrate,  1638;  Recorder,  1639-45; 
Selectman.  1()44 ;  Representative,  1638-45;  Assistant, 
1645-7:);  Deputy  Governor,  1673-78.  He  had  a  large 
voice  in  fr;iiiiing  the  law.  He  was  three  times  married, 
and  was  the  lather  of  sixteen  children;  yet  he  left  no 
surviving  grandson  of  his  line  ;  hence  he  has  no  lineal 
descendants  to-day  ;  but  many  in  female  lines,  from  his 
d/iught.'rs  a!id  grand  daughters.  He  must  have  known 
familiarly,  as  fellow  townsmen  at  Ipswich,  the  Shatswell, 
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Yarnum,  Coburn  and  Bishops  of  the  early  settlers  about 
Petocket. 

Of  his  numerous  grants  of  the  public  domain,  one 
only,  known  as  the  Winthrop  Farm,  concerns  us,  viz: 

10  September  1653.  This  Court  doth  grannt  to  Mr  Symon 
Bradstreet  and  Mr  Samuel  Symonds  five  hundred  acres  of  land 
apeece,  to  be  lajd  out  to  them  when  they  shall  present  the  place, 
according  to  lawe,  free  from  other  graunts ;  and  is  in  reference  to 
their  service  donne  for  the  countrje  at  Yorke  Kittery  &g 

7  May  1662  Lajd  out  to  the  wor'pff^  Mr.  Symons  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  more  or  lesse,  in  the  wildernes  on  the  north  of  Merri- 
macke  Kiuer,  lying  by  the  riuer's  side,  (right  ouer  against  Mrs 
Margaret  Winthrop  farme  of  three  thousand  acres,  which  Ijeth  in 
the  bounds  of  Billirikey,)  at  the  mouth  of  the  Concord  Ryuer,  vpon 
a  brooke  called  by  the  Indians  Pophessgosquockegg,  begining  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  sixe  pole  below  the  sajd  brook,  &  so 
runing  from  Merremacke  vp  into  the  country  northwest  &  by  north 
about  fower  hundred  ninety  fower  pole,  then  runig  Southwest  &  by 
west  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  fower  pole,  then  runig  downe  to 
Merremacke  againe  wcli  west  side  of  it  is  three  hundred  seventy 
three  pole,  and  by  Merremack  Riuer  upon  a  crooked  line  two  hun- 
dred &  twelve  but  upon  a  square  line  one  hundred  fifty  fower 
pole  which  parcell  of  land  is  about  fower  hundred  &  seventy  acres; 
also,  lajd  out  to  him  a  parcell  of  meadow  of  about  thirty  acres 
lying  in  Small  Spangs,  at  the  head  of  this  ffarme,  the  which  lyith 
w^^^in  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  land  The  whole  is  fine  hun- 
dred acres.    Lajd  out  &  bounded  by 

Jonathan  Danforth  Surveyo"" 

The  Court  approoves  of  this  returne.  -^S'S^SJSG 

Exactly  how  this  farm  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  Winthrops  does  not  appear,  yet  everybody  so 
recognized  it;  and  it  is  not  open  to  question.  One  of 
Samuel  Symonds'  wives  was  a  sister  to  Gov.  John 
Jr.'s  wife,  and  Mr.  Symonds  and  Gov.  John  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  father  of  Deane  Winthrop,  called  themselves 
brothers.  However  its  location  was  not  satisfactory,  and 
complaint  was  made  in  1711  to  the  executors  of  Deane 
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Winthrop  that  the  estate  was  not  fully  laid  out.  They 
therefore  authorized  a  relocation  or  running  of  the 
bounds,  by  Samuel  Danforth,  son  of  Jonathan  Danforth, 
who  originally  located  the  grant.  The  return  is  as 
follows : 

We  began  at  a  pine  tree  by  Merimack  Riverside,  which  was  old 
marked  witli  the  Lett^  W,  and  renewed  the  old  Bound  marks  of  the 
East  line  which  run  North  west  and  by  north  Four  hundred  and 
ninety  four  poles  allowing  five  pole  in  the  hundred  :  then  we  ran 
South  west  and  by  West  one  hundred  and  ninety  four  pole,  allowing 
as  before :  then  we  measured  upon  the  river  two  hundred  and 
twelve  poles  as  the  river  Runs,  then  We  run  the  west  line  and 
marked  it  well.  The  South  East  Corner  of  the  four  hundred  & 
Seventy  acres  is  a  pine  tree  marked  W,  the  nor'  west  and  north 
East  Corners  are  stakes  and  stones,  the  South  West  Corner  is  a 
stake  and  stones  by  the  side  of  merimack  River,  then  We  measured 
the  Thirty  acres  of  meadow  which  lyes  in  sniall  spangs  at  the  head 
of  the  four  hundred  and  seventy  acres  adjoining  to  it  according  to 
.the  Proposal  of  the  Gen^^  Courts  Comm^  for  Dracutt. 

The  above  s'^  work  was  done  by  us 

Joseph  Parham 

Sam^^  Danforth,  Surveyor 

The  Reneuing  ye  Bounds  of  Mr  Simons  ffarm  as  above  s'd, 
We  the  Subscribers  do  approve  of  also  that  all  the  upland  included 
within  the  bounds  of  the  thirty  acres  shall  belong  to  sd  ffarm 

JONA  TyNG        )  ^ 

John  Stearns  |  ^^"^^^"^^ 
This  Indian  name  of  the  brook,  below  Christian 
Hill,  where  so  many  of  you  have  caught  trout,  we  are 
(hdighted  to  learn  —  Po  phess  go  squock  egg  —  it  is  so 
musical.  How  melodious  and  harmonious  these  five 
syllables  break  upon  the  ear — Po  phess  go  squock  egg — 
hut  let  us  stH'  what  they  mean,  for 

III  music,  tlic  triumph  is  never  complete 

Till  the  i)k':isures  of  sense  aud  intellect  meet." 

The  first  three  syllables  are  one  word,  the  last  two 
•niotlicr.    ritphessgo  is  an  English  attempt  at  spelling 
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Papasku  —  a  double  hill  ;  and  ScjuocTcegg  is  a  horrible 
travesty  of  8quamencjuck  —  place  to  cure  salmon.  A 
similar  travesty  in  New  Hampshire  resulted  in  Squam- 
anagonic.  In  such  pleasing  concord  did  Mr.  Indian 
respond  to  the  music  of  the  spheres ;  as  he  endeavored 
to  keep  a  steady,  orderly  step  between  Apostle  Eliot  on 
the  one  hand,  and  trader  Cromwell  on  the  other — the 
shoals  and  quicksands  of  his  pilgrimage  on  the  Merri- 
mack, after  the  advent  of  the  whites. 

GEOEGE  SMYTH 

was  of  Salem,  Ipswich,  and  perhaps  Dover.  At  a  session 
of  the  General  Court  held  October  1,  1645  : 

George  Smyth,  for  his  adventure  of  25£  is  granted  200  acres 
of  land  w'r  they  shall  require  it  so  y^  it  be  neith^'  w^^'in  y*'  limits  of 
any  tovvne  nor  w'r  it  may  hind^"  y®  planting  of  anoth^"  town,  hereafter 
to  be  granted,  wch  is  agreable  to  oth''"  grants  formerly  made  upon 
like  grounds 

Later  we  find  recorded.  May  22,  1661 : 

In  ans^'  to  the  peticon  of  George  Smith  the  Court,  having 
pervsed  the  original  assignment  of  John  Smith  unto  the  peticoner  & 
rec^^  infermation  from  some  of  the  Court  of  the  peticoners  right  & 
of  a  probability  that  some  lands  were  graunted  the  peticoner  for  y^ 
same  some  yeares  since,  the  records  whereof  cannot  now  be  found, 
judge  meete  to  graunt  ye  peticoner  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  liew 
of  the  twenty  five  pounds  adventure  disbursed  in  the  yeere  1628,  to 
be  lajd  out  in  some  free  place  by  Mr  Gettings  &  Mr  Medcalf  of 
Ipswich  who  are  appointed  to  see  the  same  donne  accordingly  &  to 
make  returne  thereof  at  ye  next  court  of  election :  provided,  if  it 
appeare  w^^Hn  sixe  months  that  the  peticoner  have  receaved  sattis- 
faction  in  land  or  otherwise,  then  this  present  graunt  to  be  voyd. 

The  filed  location  of  this  tract  calls  for  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  '4n  the  wildernesse  on  ye  north  side  of 
Merimack  river  about  3  or  4  miles  beyond  ye  river,  in  ye 
way  as  you  go  to  Jerimie's  hill,  on  ye  west  side  of  beuer 
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brook."  The  location  was  confirmed,  in  1723,  to  John 
and  other  heirs  of  Thomas  Chandler,  deceased,  by  Sam- 
uel Danforth,  surveyor,  and  Jona.  Bowers  and  Jona. 
Buterfield,  chainmen.  It  is  the  well  known  Chandler 
farm,  which  commences  at  the  head  of  Long  Pond  "  and 
thence  3  degrees  ^  northward  of  ye  N.  E.  runs  180  rods, 
thence  12'' northward  of  ye  west  it  runs  226  rods;  thence 
27°  west  of  ye  south,  166  rods  ;  thence  EbS  180  rods  to 
point  commenced  at."  It  lies  on  both  sides  of  Gompus 
Brook,  one  of  the  principal  affluents  of  Beaver  Brook, 
having  its  source  in  Gompus  Pond  in  Hudson,  N.  H. 

Gompos,or  Gumpus,  is  a  contraction  of  Sognhompsk, 
or  r/n-ompsk,  both  signifying,  in  Indian  speech,  hard 
rock.  Possibly  this  is  an  indication  that  the  natives  dis- 
covered, hereabouts,  a  trap  dike,  from  which  they 
obtained  material  for  their  stone  hatchets,  tomahawks, 
axes,  hammers,  etc.  Not  far  distant  on  Beaver  Brook  is 
a  natural  dam  across  the  stream,  of  the  same  minera- 
logical  character. 

JOHN  HIGGINSON, 

the  minister  at  Salem,  as  was  his  father  Francis  before 
him,  was  a  native  of  Leicestershire,  where  he  was  born 
in  1616.  He  was  ordained  in  1660  and  died  in  1708. 
He  was,  says  R.  W.  Griswo]d,  "one  of  the  great  men  of 
New  England,  and,  incomparably,  the  best  writer,  native 
or  foreign,  who  lived  in  America.  That  portion  of  his 
attestation  of  the  Magnalia  of  Cotton  Mather,  which 
treats  of  the  exodus  of  the  puritans,  has  not  been  sur- 
passiMl  in  strength  and  grandeur  in  all  the  orations  ever 
dt'livered  at  Plymouth  Rock."  To  which  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  add,  none  of  us  can  justly  claim  to  be  well 
rej^d  in  New  England  literature  who  have  not  enjoyed 
Mr.  Higginson's  grand  and  eloquent  words.  Celebrated 
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as  his  descendants  have  been,  even  to-day,  no  one  has 
equalled  this  scholarly  divine. 

"  Witli  him  Gospel  and  Deeds,  each,  had  its  column ; 
His  head  an  index  to  the  Sacred  volume; 
His  very  name  a  titlepage ;  and,  next, 
His  life  a  commentary  on  the  text." 

The  Higginson  grant  was  so  located  that  the  line 
between  Haverhill  and  Dracut  divided  it.     This  was 
unsatisfactory,  and  his  heirs  were  allowed  to  locate,  in 
1715,  entirely  within  the  bounds  of  Haverhill. 
22  May  1661. 

In  ans^  to  the  petition  of  Mr  John  Higginson,  humbly  desiring 
the  favor  of  this  Court  in  the  graunt  of  some  lands  in  relation  to 
service  donne  in  being  a  scribe  to  the  synod  in  sixteene  hundred 
&  thirty  seven  &c,  the  Court  judgeth  it  raeete  to  graunt  the  sajd  Mr 
Higginson  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  some  free  place  &  not 
prejudiciall  to  a  plantation  &  that  Maj  W"  Hawthorne,  Mr  Edmond 
Batter  &  Mr  Jonathan  Danfortli,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  aj^pointed 
as  a  comittee  to  lay  it  out. 

28  June  1715.  At  ye  Request  of  lohn  Higginson  Jun.  and 
Ruth  Higginson,  both  of  Salem.  J  went  to  the  North  Side  of 
Merrymack  Riaer  to  Survey  Measure  and  lay  out  to  them  a  farm 
formerly  Graunted  to  ye  Reuerend  Mr  Jolm  Higginson  Deced  and 
began  &  measured  from  a  Pond  formerly  called  Hauerhill  bound 
pond  (but  of  late  Called  Policy  pond)  where  Hauerhill  line  meets 
into  Said  Pond  &g  &c  &c  P  me  Ino  Gardner 

In  the  House  of  Representatives 
July  21,  1715 

Ordered  That  the  Land  Laid  out  &  Protracted  in  the  Plat  on 
the  other  Side  be  Confirmed  as  the  Seuen  Hundred  acres  formerly 
granted  to  the  late  reverend  M^'  John  Higginson  Provided  It  Intrench 
not  upon  any  Former  Grant    Sent  up  for  concurrence 

John  Burrill  Speak 
In  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Xov^''  25"^  1715.     Ordered  that  the  vote  above  written  be 
Reuiued    Sent  up  for  Concurrence         John  Burrill,  Speaker. 

In  Council 
Nov^"^"  25th  1715.    Read  and  concurred 

Sam.  Woodward,  Sec'ret. 
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RICHARD  SHATSWELL 

was  born  in  England,  and  came  over  with  his  father  in 
1633.  The  father,  John  Shatswell,  was  the  first  deacon 
of  the  Ipswich  church,  married  Rebecca  Tuttle,  and  died 
at  Ipswich,  in  1657.  Richard  was  prominent  in  land 
enterprises.  His  name,  in  the  corrupted,  populat  form. 
Satchel,  appears  all  the  way  down  to  recent  times,  in 
deeds  and  conveyances.  After  Shatswell  exchanged  his 
Dracut  properties  with  Edward  Coburn  for  the  latter's 
Ipswich  lands,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  resident 
on  the  Merrimack. 

THOMAS  HINCHMAN, 

whose  name,  variously  spelled  Hinchman,  Hinksman, 
Ilinxman,  was  pronounced  with  the  ch  hard,  as  in 
deriatives  from  the  Greek  chi,  like  school,  scheme,  was 
IVoiu  Wenham,  so  Parson  Allen  says,  but  it  is  unlikely. 
He  married  a  Merriam  at  Concord,  and  was  at  Chelmsford 
Ix'fore  the  arrival  of  the  Wenham  emigration.  He  was 
lieutenant  in  the  Middlesex  Horse  Company  of  1667,  and 
ultimately  luajor.  He  settled  on  the  southern  bank  of 
the  Merriuiaek,  above  Black  Brook,  which  was  next  to  the 
Indians.  A  i)ortion  of  his  property  is  the  Howard  farm  of 
Mr.  Fi-ederie  Ayer,  to-day.  During  the  Indian  War  his 
(Iwelliui:-  was  fortified,  garrisoned  and  considered  afortress. 
It  was  witliiii  easy  reach  of  Tyng's,  both  by  land  and  water, 
which  has  enjoyed  great  reputation  as  the  farthest  out- 
I'Hst.  Alter  l':iiot  and  Gookin,  Tyng  and  Hinchman 
actcil  as  Indian  agents.  It  is  open  to  argument  whether 
their  pindent,  just  and  luisiuess  policy  was  not  better 
fnr  the  nati\('s  than  the  ideal  of  their  more  pious  prede- 
cessors. I  pou  the  witlidrawal  or  disappearance  of  the 
Indians,  they  were  recognized  as  the  natural  legatees  of 
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their  estates,  the  reservations.  This  made  them  land  poor. 
They  had  more  than  they  could  handle.  So  they  con- 
veyed large  estates  to  the  inhabitants  of  Chelmsford, 
including  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  reach- 
ing from  Beaver  Brook  to  the  falls.  Major  Hinchman 
represented  Chelmsford  in  the  General  Courts  of  1667, 
'71  and  '76.  At  this  last  year,  he  removed  to  Charles- 
town  ;  but  returned  to  Chelmsford,  where  he  died  in 
1703. 

DEANE  WINTHROP, 

whose  name  survives  among  you  in  the  Winthrop  farm, 
extending  from  the  fork  in  the  roads,  near  the  late 
Willow  House  to  Christian  Hill,  and  from  the  river  bank 
to  the  Dracut  town  farm,  was  the  sixth  son  of  Governor 
Winthrop,  the  wise  and  prudent  magistrate.  Deane  was 
a  boy  of  ten  years  and  left  at  school  when  his  father 
came  to  Salem  with  the  fleet  in  1630.  The  lad  came  in 
1635,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Massachusetts,  dying 
in  1704,  the  last  survivor  of  the  governor's  children. 
His  own  sons  had  all  died,  unmarried,  before  that  time. 
Groton  was  named  for  his  birthplace  in  England  and 
Winthrop,  his  home  for  forty  years  on  Pulling  Point, 
preserves  his  memory,  muddled  in  the  public  mind  with 
the  greater  one  of  his  father. 

JONATHAN  DANFORTH. 

Of  all  the  personages  one  meets  in  research  amid  the 
doings  on  the  Merrimack  two  hundred  years  ago,  none 
makes  a  profounder  impression  or  secures  more  cordial 
respect  than  Jonathan  Danforth,  the  Surveyor,  by  whose 
accomplishments  as  a  mathematician,  lot-layer  and  con- 
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veyancer,  these  several  grants,  which  we  have  made  our 
present  theme,  were  given  form  and  location  upon  the 
ground  and   description  in  the  public   records.  As, 
ordinarily,  he  run  lines  whose  directions  are  expressed  in 
points,"  the  presumption  is  reasonable  that  he  used  a 
mariner's  compass.     Though  to-day  we  always  measure 
in  rods,  he  always  expressed  chain  lengths  in  poles  and 
roods.     While  his  chainmen  were  made  up  from  the 
sons  or  neighbors  of  the  grantees,  he  himself  presided 
at  the  cross  staff.    This  primitive  instrument  consisted 
of  a  stout  staff,  which  could  be  rigidly  fixed  in  the 
ground.    A  brass  cross  or  circle  divided  into  quarters, 
was  fixed  to  the  top  of  the  staff  by  a  socket,  in  which  it 
might  be  freely  revolved.     At  the  quarters  rose  strips, 
furnished  with  slits,  through  which  peeps  of  distant 
objects  could  be  obtained.     These  were  termed  the 
"  sights  "  and  served  the  purpose  of  the  telescope  on  the 
modern  transit.     From  "tie  lines,"  thus  determined, 
crooked  lines,  water  courses,  etc.,  were  measured  by 
off  sets.    As  the  wilderness  was  practically  illimitable,  ' 
Daiiforth's  surveys  were  generous.    Five  lengths  in  the 
liiiiKhcd  were  allotted  for  the  sag  of  the  chain  and 
l)()rtions  of  land  jutting  out  by  river,  or  other  water 
sides,  were  disregarded.    In  this  way,  a  thousand  acres 
tlicii  might  readily  measure  fourteen  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred t()-(l;iy.    in  subdivisions,  the  admeasure  was  more 
<';ir«'fnl.     Tile  outlines  of  hk  surveys  Danforth  drew 
on  good  firm  ])M])er.    He  used  no  lead  pencil,  but  made 
Ids  lines  with  n  knife  edge,  the  impressions  of  which  are 
pl.iiniy  visil)h>  lo-day,  though  the  paper  is  much  discolored 
In.m  :ige.   Computation  of  the  areas  of  his  field  was  com- 
monly made  on  the  margin,  or  other  blank  space,  of  his 
"  plots,"  as  he  termed  the  map.    As  these  are  interesting, 
I  quote  a  couple  to  show  the  notation  of  those  days: 
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000 
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120960 
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5890 
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120960(756 
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1600 
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66 

66 

Mr.  Danfortli  was  a  citizen  of  Billerica,  than  whom 
our  neitjrhbor  had  none  more  useful  or  of  Lar^i^er  worth. 
Though  his  name  is  not  on  the  Ust  of  the  original 
grantees  from  Cambridge,  several  who  were  conveyed 
their  titles  to  him,  and  he  was  certainly  among  the  first 
settlers.  His  marriage  is  the  first  entered  on  the  town 
records.  For  seventeen  years  he  was  a  selectman  ;  for 
twenty-one  years  town  clerk.  He  was  a  representative 
to  the  General  Court  and  Billerica's  first  militia  captain. 
In  connection  with  his  wife's  step-father,  John  Parker, 
he  ran  the  lines  of  all  the  grants,  farms  and  estates  in 
north  Middlesex,  from  Concord  and  Cambridge  to  the 
farthest  settlements  up  the  Merrimack.  His  house,  torn 
down  within  the  last  few  years,  stood  at  Billerica  Centre 
two  hundred  and  two  years.  A  numerous  posterity 
proceed  from  him  and  are  to  be  found  in  Middlesex 
County,  Mass.,  and  Hillsborough  County,  N.  H.  His 
name  appears,  constantly,  in  proprietary  or  professional 
use  with  all  the  men  who  settled  Chelmsford,  Dunstable 
and  Dracut — Webb,  Varnum,  Coburn,  Shatswell,  Hinch- 
man,  Richardson,  Tyng,  &c.  ;  for,  as  his  nephew  says  : 


.    .    .    "by  well-marked  stations 

He  fixed  their  bounds  for  many  generations.' 
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Jonathan  was  the  youngest  son  of  Nicholas  Dan- 
fortli,  of  Suffolkshire,  England,  who  came  to  New  Eng- 
hmd  in  1634,  with  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Thomas,  the  eldest  son,  settled  in  Cambridge,  where 
lie  lillcd,  during  a  long  life,  a  series  of  highly  important 
colonial  offices  and  was  treasurer  of  the  college.  He  was 
especially  prominent  in  maintaining  the  rights  of  the 
colony,  in  opposition  to  the  claimed  prerogative  of  the 
crown.  The  second  son,  Samuel,  was  the  colleague  of 
the  Apostle  Eliot,  in  the  Roxbury  church.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  became  wife  to  Andrew  Belcher, 
landlord  of  the  "  Blue  Anchor "  tavern  at  Cambridge, 
and  father  of  Caj^t.  Andrew  Belcher,  the  proprietor  of 
the  eastern  half  of  the  Russell  grant. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Old  Residents'  Association :  You 
(U'serve  compliment  for  the  attentive,  if  not  interested 
hearing,  with  which  you  have  honored  me.  Mistake  me 
not.  1  am  no  blind  believer  in  the  superiority  of  the 
past,  —  rather,  I  am  confident  to-day  is  the  attained  per- 
fection of  man's  history.  Yet  I  am  equally  confident 
tlic  mon-ow  will  he  better.  Not  to  know  the  past  is  to 
he  like  a  child,  who  questions  not.  As  the  little  fellow 
soon  begins  those  deep  and  solemn  questions,  often  hard 
for  his  ciders  to  answer,  so  should  we  search  and  learn 
what  the  past  has  done,  and  how  'twas  done,  wringing 
Iroin  her  spliiiix-like  silence  the  lessons  of  her  successes 
•■"I'l  l.iilurcs.  ''There  is  neither  speech  nor  language, 
1)111  voices  a  IV  Uviwd  among  them."  The  future  will  be 
too  busy  for  any  patience  with  institutions  received  from 
us  winch  liaTc  not  a  history,  evidencing  a  reasonable 
usclnhicss  lo  man  and  his  Creator. 
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Tyng,  Edward,  14,  26,  28,  29,  30. 

Jonathan,  7, 11,  26,  27,  36,  40,  43. 

Varnum,  John,  5, 11,  15,  30. 
Joseph,  11. 
Samuel,  il,  12,  35,  43. 
Thomas,  11. 
Walker,  Benjamin,  22. 
Waniesick,  22. 
Wanalancet,  13',  16. 
Watertown,  16,  20. 
Webb,  his  farm,  11,  24,  30. 

John,  6,  7,  11,  12,  13,  14,  25,  29,  30,  43. 
Weld  farm,  25. 
Wenham,  30,  40. 
Weymouth,  22. 
Whale,  the  ship.  18. 
Whitaker,  John,  23. 
Whitmore,  William  H.,  33. 
Whortleberry  Hill,  25. 
Wicassee  island,  13, 19,  27. 
Wicosuck  brook,  13, 19,  20. 
Wilkinson's  brook,  23. 
Wiltshire  (Eng.),  11, 12,  33. 
Winter  hill  (Dracut),  7,28,  30. 
Winthrop  farm,  7,  8,  35,  41. 

(Mass.),  41. 

Ueane,  7,  23,  35,  36,  41. 

John,  20,  35,  41. 

John,  Jr.,  35. 

Margaret,  35. 
Woburn,  27. 
Woodward,  Samuel,  39. 
Wrecklesham  (Eng.),  14, 16. 
Wright,  9. 

York  (Me.)  35. 

York  (Eng.)  shire,  20. 
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